
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday, May 10th! 
 

The Talk, since 1974, has been 
a monthly newsletter for the 
Forest Hill Church of  Christ 
and is dedicated to Christian 
unity.  The usual deadline for 
submission of  articles is the 
last Sunday of  every month 
with the exception of        

December. 
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A Mothers's Love 

 
I imagine her praying and thanking God above, 
For this precious little bundle of love. 
Watching her child grow taking a first step, 
The beginning of praying for nothing but the best. 
Holding a hand while crossing the street, 
Butterfly kisses and everything sweet. 
Child hood hurts healed with a kiss, 
 
Teenage years filled with plenty misfits. 
Unconditionally accepting who her child grows to be, 
And praying for favor down on her knees. 
Giving up of herself through out her life, 
Just to reduce her child's fears and strife. 
Loving no matter what road in life her child decides to travel, 
even if it causes the future to unravel. 
Never criticizing or turning her back, 
only nurturing to get the life back on track. 
 
She loves, she heals, she nurtures the soul, praying non-stop, 
no matter how old. 
Encouraging, building strong self esteem, 
All the things needed to become a successful human being. 
She grows old then nurtures the child of her child, 
A ‘Mawmaw's’ love so simple yet wild. 
She will never give up or stop praying her child is saved, 
It's the last thing she does before her grave. 
 
I imagine her on this Mother's Day smiling with cheer, tears on 
her cheek because her children are all near. 

~~Victoria McGinnis, 5-11-14 
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HEY!  Listen up!  VBS is June 21-25.  
Mike Wright is in charge.  Plan to come.  
Plan to volunteer and be a part of the fun 
and good times we will be having that 
week.  Most of all, bring your kids, your 
grandkids, your neighbor kids—
everybody. If you don’t believe VBS is 
fun or makes a lasting impression just 
read the memories beginning on page 3.  
 

 
 
Zoe Moore has asked for the prayers of her church family as she is about to enter the       
National Guard.  God bless you, Zoe, and keep you safe! 
 
 
Many of our ladies are away this weekend at the final Women of Faith Conference in      
Columbus.  We pray their time there will be as fulfilling and uplifting as they hope. 
 
 
Remember to come help with the building’s grounds cleanup on May 9th.  Help to 
make our prominent position in our neighborhood lovely. 
 

 
The Red Hats will be meeting Saturday, May 9th at noon.  Please check our bulletin 
board in the Fellowship Hall to see what will be happening. 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who had a hand in making our special Easter service wonderful on 
April 5th.  From the kids’ Easter egg hunt to the delightful social hour to the inspiring    
worship service it was a celebration befitting our Lord Jesus’ resurrection. 
 

 
Next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  If  you are fortunate enough to still have 
your mom don’t pass up any opportunity to tell her how much she means 
to you!  Her effort in your behalf has been nothing less than all she could 
give to you.  Think of how and from whom you first learned about love 
and forgiveness and a healing hug 
and how all of that comes directly 
from God.  Who else listened so 

intently at your every triumph and who comforted 
you with that healing hug when your heart was bro-
ken?  Then, who gave you a great pep talk to get 
you moving again?   How do you say thank  you to 
someone for all of that—you say it by making a 
loving, thought out, heartfelt gesture.  God bless all 
the mothers who have given all of their heart. 

Inside the Talk this month: 
Find out who said what about their VBS. . . . p.3 

Keep up with 50+. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p.5 

Hear from the Prison Ministry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p.6 

Find the right words, FKO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p.7 

Yummy new treat in Recipe. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p.8 

 

. . . . . . . And there’s more—keep reading. . . . . . . . . 
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Of Interest... 
2015 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL…

PERFECT TIME FOR MAKING   
MEMORIES! 

     Vacation Bible School has been a summer 
event for churches across the country for a very 
long time. Interestingly, the enthusiasm for this 
annual “get-away from school books” has with-
stood the test of time and has spanned several 
generations.  I am proud to say that our family at 
Forest Hill is no exception.  At Forest Hill, our 
members from 80 years old to 8 years old have 
recalled and shared some of their favorite memo-
ries while attending VBS. 
     Do you find that hard to believe? Well, try 
this! I recently surveyed several of our members 
to determine their recollections of Vacation Bible 
School.  Now it would be just too easy to simply 
identify the experiences by name, so to make it 
more fun and interesting, see if you can identify 
whose name goes along with the experience de-
scribed. Have fun, and the answers will appear in 
the June issue of the Talk! 
Some Members Surveyed: Shirley Balfour, Jennifer 
Draper, Julius Draper, Janet Hankins, Jenni Hankins, Court-
ney Hawkins, Pam Hawkins, Terah McNeal, John Moore,    
Angellete Parks, Pam Thornton, Cooper Wright, and   
Melissa Wright.  (This represents a partial list of members who 
were surveyed.) 
EXPERIENCES SHARED: 
1.“My parents registered me for Vacation Bible 
School.  I started attending VBS as a toddler, and 
attended annually at Adams Church of Christ. I en-
joyed the singing and socializing aspects of VBS. My 
favorite teacher was the late Bro. Charles Morris. I 
have so many fond memories of VBS, but to sum it up, 
what I remember most is having fun learning about 
the Lord with my best friends!”                             
            ________________________ 
                                          Place name here 
 

2.“I started attending VBS at 11 years old. My par-
ents saw that I was registered and made sure I attend-
ed each day. I attended 4 or 5 VBSs, and I really en-
joyed developing more intimate relationships with my 
church friends, many of which I still have today. My 
mother was my favorite teacher. She was my teacher 
until I went to high school. I have always been big on 
studying, so I fondly remember the lessons we were 
given to study the day before, and had to return the 

next day to discuss. Each person was given a chance 
to participate. I saw it as a type of competition, and it 
challenged me to do my homework…if not in regular 
school, at least in Vacation Bible School!”  
                                              ____________________ 

   Place name here 

 
3.“I first started attending Vacation Bible School 
when I was 5 or 6 years old, and attended VBS 
through my high school years. My mother and aunt 
saw that each year I was registered, and made sure I 
attended. VBS was something special and different 
from regular school. It provided me with something to 
do during the summer months and most of the time it 
was held outdoors which, for me, was almost like a 
camp venture. Mrs. Beverly Childs was my favorite 
teacher. We had fun learning the Bible stories and 
verses. We always had good food like hot dogs with 
chili and cheese; we roasted marshmallows on sticks 
and made s’mores. We played game and had relay 
races with potato sacs.”                                
           __________________ 
               Place name here 
                          
4.“A friend my age and my parents were responsible 
for registering me and seeing that I attended Vacation 
Bible School. I think I was about 9 or 10 when I at-
tended my first VBS, and I attended a total of two. I 
thought all of my teachers were nice. I fondly remem-
ber being able to bring a craft home. Looking back, I 
think it was such a break from the usual days. It was 
lively and we had so much fun!” 
                                              ____________________ 

   Place name here 

 
5.“I was around 10 years old when I attended my first 
VBS. My parents registered me and were responsible 
for my attending. I attended maybe a handful of VBSs, 
but I looked forward to being with my friends. I don’t 
remember who my favorite teacher was, but I also 
looked forward to the crafts…making leather purses 
was one that I especially recall. I did not grow up as a 
member of the Church of Christ; so sometimes I went 
to VBS and sometimes I didn’t.”  
                                              ____________________ 

     Place name here 
 
6.“My mother saw that I was registered and attended 
Vacation Bible School. I was 5 years old when I at-
tended my first VBS. I have attended 3 VBS. I looked 
forward to wearing my team bandana. My favorite 
teacher was Mr. George Hankins, and my most fond 
memory is running around with other kids, laughing.” 
                                              ____________________ 

   Place name here 

 
7.“I attended Vacation Bible School between the ages 
of 6 and 10 years old. My parents were responsible 
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for both registering me and seeing that I attended. As 
a child, I attended about two or three VBSs, and I 
attended one as an adult. My favorite teacher was Sis. 
Shields, and I looked forward to doing Arts and 
Crafts, and memorizing the books of the Bible. My 
fondest memory is memorizing the books of the Bible 
and winning a button and a Bible as a result. The out-
door activities and lunch time were also among the 
things I remember the most.”____________________
    Place name here 
 
8.“Goodness, I went plenty of times to Vacation Bible 
School. It was the highlight of every early summer and 
I never wanted them to be over. My dad and mom saw 
that I both registered and attended VBS. I think I was 
about 4 years old when I attended my first VBS. It was 
a long time ago…at least in my eyes. I am not sure I 
can accurately put on number on how many VBSs I 
attended; I just know that there were a lot! My parents 
knew how much I liked VBS (what kid wouldn’t?), and 
I went to as many as I could get my eager little hands 
on. For me, I looked forward to the creative snacks 
and crafts that never failed to be exciting. Also, in 
every VBS I went to, everyone always put so much 
effort into making the Church yard, classrooms, halls 
or wherever into a whole new world. You stepped 
inside the market of Jerusalem, or Athens, or wherev-
er you were…everything was so lifelike, especially to 
a little kid. The smells, the sounds, the tastes, the act-
ing…I loved the whole feel and fun of it all. I don’t 
specifically remember many of my teachers. But I do 
remember VBSs being welcoming, loving, fun environ-
ments…and I think that’s part of the specialness of 
VBS. You many not always remember specific things 
or people, but seeds of blessing are sown in force. 
Some of my most special memories of VBS are the 
different skits that were included in most of the VBSs I 
attended. The acting really brings the point of the 
whole thing (it’s Vacation Bible School, after all) into 
sharp focus. Familiar church members transformed 
into city guards, apostles, people who had seen Jesus 
and people who didn’t know the gospel but were curi-
ous. I recognized them, but at the same time, I    
couldn’t help but believe it just a bit!” 
                                              ____________________ 

   Place name here 
 
9.“I was about 5 years old when I attended my first 
Vacation Bible School. My parents would sign me up, 
and I continued to attend VBS until I was somewhere 
around 11 years old; because at about 16 years old, I 
started volunteering to help instead of being a partici-
pant. My favorite teacher was George Hankins and 
Andy Hawkins. I looked forward to “The Market” and 
probably have the fondest memories of singing all the 
songs.”                                   ____________________
               Place name here 

 

10.“My mother was responsible for both registering 
and taking me to VBS. I was very young when I at-
tended my first VBS, so I am not sure of the exact age. 
My best guess is that I attended maybe 20 Vacation 
Bible Schools…who knows! I enjoyed socializing with 
my friends. While I cannot recall at this point who my 
favorite teacher was, I can tell you that I fondly re-
member running around with the other kids and 
laughing!”                             ____________________
               Place name here 

 
11.“My parents registered me for Vacation Bible 
School. They were also responsible for seeing that I 

attended VBS. I attended my first VBS when I 
was 5 years old. I attended VBS until I was about 
12, I think, but it was definitely through my teen 
years. Our sessions at that time were all morn-
ing, Monday through Friday with a short singing 
time, classes, snack, and games, more classes 
and more singing! I looked forward to the sing-
ing and cookies! I really don’t recall who my 
favorite teacher was, but my favorite memory 
was all the singing, fun, and kid songs that we 
would never sing during a worship service!” 
       ____________________
               Place name here 

12.“As a child, I attended Vacation Bible School 
at a church at the top of my grandmother’s 
street. I am not sure who enrolled me, but I think 
it was my parents or grandparents. I was around 
10 years old when I first remember attending 
VBS. I attended at least three that I can recall. At 
VBS I remember the demonstrations and singing 
that I enjoyed the most. I don’t remember the 
teacher’s names at all, but my most fond memory 
was when a teacher had a glass of water. He said 
that the plain water was like you were when you 
were free of sin. Then the teacher put some blue 
dye in the water, and it turned colors, and that 
was what we are like when we sin. I don’t re-
member the rest, except that impacted me.” 
       ____________________
              Place name here 
 

13.“My parents were responsible for me attend-
ing Vacation Bible School. I started attending 
VBS as soon as I was old enough to attend, so I 
am guessing I was around 4 when I attended my 
first VBS. I then attended every year until I grad-
uated around age 14 or 15. I don’t recall any-
thing that I specifically looked forward to about 
VBS as a child. However, as an adult, I look for-
ward to seeing the joy and excitement of the chil-
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dren  attending. My favorite teacher was Shirley     
Balfour, and I really don’t have any specific 
memories of VBS as a child, although, I’m sure 
there are photographs of it someplace!”  
      ____________________
              Place name here 

 
There are little subtle hints throughout these ex-
cerpts that can help you identify the authors of 
these statements. But even if you didn’t guess 
anyone correctly, just remember that these are 
real experiences!  And if you have not had the 
opportunity to become engaged in a Vacation 
Bible School, either as an attendee or a volunteer, 

you are missing an opportunity 
to create fond memories for 
you, or your children, or even 
your grandchildren. So, please 
make it a priority this year to 

register for our special Hometown   Nazareth 
Vacation Bible School. It promises to be both 
rewarding and memorable, as the children learn 
about how Jesus lived as a boy! Please see Mike 
Wright, this year’s VBS Director, to volunteer. 
     If you want to be considered to win a $25.00 
Giant Eagle gift card, please submit the correct 
responses in the box marked: Hometown Nazareth 
Survey Entries, that will be located in the front lobby 
for a drawing in June, when the answers will appear in 
the Talk! Those members, in spite of their wonderful 
stories, who submitted surveys will be ineligible for 

the prize.                                            ~~Margaret E. Draper 

Fifty-Plus 
The April 50+ meeting opened as usual with 

all of us repeating the Lord’s prayer and 

singing our favorite song, God’s Family. 

The question for this month was:  What was 

the first temptation the devil commanded  

Jesus to do?  Ella Hopkins was the quickest 

and brightest this time with the correct       

answer:  He commanded Jesus to turn these 

stones into bread.  Matthew 4:3,4 

Tom Hawkins spoke on ‘When Good Cannot 

Feel God’ and then the speaker for the day 

was a young lady, Francie Foltz, who spoke 

on Health and Exercise.   

The tables were so beautifully decorated by 

Darlene & Tom Hawkins in colors of green 

and statues of bunnies as well as colored can-

dies were at each place setting—our theme:  

Spring and Easter.  Phyllis DuVall provided 

the cake and cupcakes in various colors—so 

good with ice cream!  We prayed and sat 

down to a delicious meal and great fellow-

ship.  April birthday honoree was Ella Hop-

kins—congrats, Ella!  We thank God for  

another delightful day.  Please join us next 

time!               ~~Terry Simmons 

Nobody loves life like him who is growing old.  
             ~~Sophocles 
 

Prisoners currently in our Ministry:  Louis 
Abney, Milton Addison, Maynard Bartholdi, 
Michael Bell, Terence Boyd, Antwon Carring-
ton, Karen Carter, Alfred Cleveland, Larry 
Duncan, Dean Dupont, Glen Evans Sr, Leo-
nardo Frazier, Dennis Hagood, Tyrell 
Havergne, Keith Hume, Alonzo Johnson, Isra-
el King,  Derrick Lartdale, Latrina Lewis, Chris 
Love, Bradley Mason, Thomas McCarthy, Lak-
iesha Phillips, Melvin Reardon Jr, Juan Rentas, 
Damian Rodriguez, Billy Rogers, Marcellus 
Smith, Shannon Smith, Antonio Spates, 
Thomas E. Stephens, Jewell Trischler, George 
Weaver, Clair Wilson, Timothy Wilson, and all 
of their families.  Also for those released-- 
Nicholas Bowers, Greg Breville, Tony Camp-
bell, Dennis ‘Doc’ Graves, Willard Hall, Steph-
an Kent, Allen King, Donna Logan, Julius 
Lyles, Raymond A. McCloud, John R. Mitch-
ell, Corryaune Paige, Charles Perkins, and 
Robert Worrell. 
 

Please remember these people in your prayers 
and ask that God will show them a better way 
to live. 
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Prison Ministry Update:  These past few 
months has been a very active time with the let-
ters we have received from our members.  
Twelve of our prison ministry members have 
written to us and several have written to us more 
than once.  Most just wanted to say “hello” to our 
church and update us on what is happening to 
them as well.  We have included several quotes 
below.  We are entering an area we haven’t had 
before: released members who are looking for 
work and released members who are no longer in 
touch with our church.  For example, all of our 
May birthdays have been released, but we don’t 
have a forwarding address for them.  Many of the 
people we are in contact with while in prison 
don’t touch base with us after their release.  Un-
derstand we have helped them while in the prison 
system and even if they have not contacted us 
upon their release, we still have assisted them 
and encouraged them while in the system.  Many 
upon release want to put all that behind them and 
want to start over with all new contacts and 
friends.  Others choose to give us their address 
and want to continue our friendship.  Each de-
cides for themselves and whatever they want to 
do is their decision, not ours. 
     We are in constant contact with three of our 
released prison ministry people, both by phone 
and visits. One is in bad health and financial 
need, one locally is still looking for a job of any 
kind, and one is getting married this month and 
has asked me to do the wedding ceremony.  That 
will be a first for Portia and I, and we are excited 
to do the wedding.  Also in May we will be guest 
speakers at the Grafton Reintegration Center 
where we spoke in January.  One of our members 
who was there in January has been released.  It is 
always a joy to speak to these men who are hun-
gry to hear outside speakers. 
     Again, we always thank you, our congrega-
tion, for your prayers first of all.  These men and 
women behind the walls face problems which 
would make our heads spin.  While we write to 
them and respond to their letters, we are not there 
to encourage them personally or to have prayer 
with them.  When we write to them we assure 
them our church is praying for them.  The notes 
you write are also a big source of encouragement 
to them.  We thank you for all your help in this 
prison ministry program.            ~~Portia & Joe Mason 
 

I want to thank you for all the cards and prayers 
you have sent out to me and all the prisoners.  I 
want you to know they are truly felt.  The church 
is my extended family.  My love for God is 
growing stronger each day.  Continue to keep me 
in your prayers and I will do the same.  Hello to 
all that sign each one of those cards, and much 
love to the kids that made the Christmas cards 
too.                         George Weaver  -  Madison Correctional 
 
I have been super busy with helping with the pro-
grams for the institution.  I have been praying for 
greater days and better health for you all. 
                    Lakishia Phillips  -  Ohio Reformatory for Women  
 
Thank you for the birthday and Christmas greet-
ings, and well, for everything you’ve done for 
me.  Please thank all of the wonderful people at 
the Church of Christ at Forest Hill.  It is always 
great to hear from you.  Our Heavenly Father 
does indeed love us.  His forgiveness is a won-
derful gift.  It is given freely, we only need to 
ask.  We recall Jesus’ sacrifice, His suffering, 
His dying, His ultimate rising, and His victory 
over death.  We remember and rejoice this Easter   
season, and we give thanks.            Thomas McCarthy  
        Grafton Correctional 
 
The time of my incarceration is almost over.  Let 
the members at the Church of Christ know I said 
“hi” and I thank them for their prayers for me 
and the cards they send me throughout the years.  
Thank you, Jesus, for the Church of Christ at 
Forest Hill.                Louis Abney  -  Richland Correctional 
 
Hello everyone!  Well, it’s been a long spiritual 
journey in prison and yes there have been rough 
roads and there is still a long road ahead.  I am in 
school and I just finished Kairos Christian retreat 
weekend.  It was a great time and we did a lot of 
studies on Jesus Christ and God.  I feel God leads 
me where he wants me to be.                  Israel King  
     Trumbull Correctional 
 
God bless you all.  Thank God that I am doing 
just fine and the same with my loved ones.  God 
is good all the time and all the time God is good.  
My time in here is getting short and I can’t wait 
to get out and go home.  I say “hi” to everybody 
in your church.  God bless you all.                         
                               Juan Rentas  
        Marion Correctional 
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For Kids Only… 
Make next       
Sunday, Mother’s 
Day, the best your 
mom has ever had!   
 
You don’t have to 
get her something 
big just do some-
thing big.  Why 
not surprise her by 
cleaning the kitch-
en or cleaning 
your room without 
being asked—
that’ll wow her! 
 
Take every oppor-
tunity you can to 
show your family 
how much you 
love them. 
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Recipe… 

Sugar-Free Choco-
late Oat Cookies 
 
3 cups quick-cooking 
oats 
3/4 cup honey 
2/3 cup natural pea-
nut butter, optional 
1/2 cup coconut oil 
1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
1 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/4 teaspoon salt 

 
1. Line 2 baking sheets with parchment pa-
per. 
2. In a medium saucepan over medium-high 
heat, combine honey, peanut butter and coco-
nut oil, stirring until everything blends to-
gether smoothly. 
3. Stir in oats, cocoa powder, vanilla and 
salt and mix until everything is fully incorpo-
rated and coated. 
4. Use a spoon or small ice cream scoop to 
drop cookies down onto parchment-lined 
baking sheets, then place in freezer for at 
least 15 minutes to set. 
 
Store in an airtight container either in the 
fridge or freezer (depending on how you like 
them) and enjoy!  Yield: 3 dozen. 
 
Thank you to all of you who contributed to 
the Talk this month!  If you are doing some-
thing great please let everyone know.  The 
usual deadline is the last Sunday in the 
month.  For next month it will be Sunday, 
May 31st.  You may hand it to me at church, 
put it in my box outside the church office, 
snail mail it to me at home or email me at 
pthorn50@roadrunner.com.                        Pam 

Birthdays… 
June 

 
2-Linda Edwards   
3-Terra Kessler   
5-Bill Gall 
8-Wilma Payne 
9-Mary Robinson 
11-Clara Killings/  
Marylean Warren   
23-Jimmie Grant   
24-Jami Smith   
24-Lynn Haag   
24-Fay Gaitan   
27-Jeff Haag   
27-Jeannene Smith   
 

Yay you! 
 
Behold, my friends, the spring is come; the 
earth has gladly received the embraces of the 
sun, and we shall soon see the results of their 
love!                                               ~~Sitting Bull 

 

 

 

 

Good News… 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
on  your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths 
straight.               Proverbs 3:5,6 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/sittingbul260496.html?src=t_spring
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/sittingbul260496.html?src=t_spring
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/sittingbul260496.html?src=t_spring
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/sittingbul260496.html?src=t_spring

